Nomination of the Oak Sustainability Group for the John R. McGuire Award

File Code: 6140

Date: November 14, 2003 

Dave Jolly Regional Representative National Association of Forest Service Retirees

128 Wind Trace Alexander City, AL 35010

Dear Mr. Jolly:

When I asked Len Bollman in 2001 to become Oak Sustainability Coordinator for the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests, I don’t think either he or I really understood all that this new position would encompass. 

Within six months, a team of 28 dedicated personnel was formed, a safety plan was implemented, public awareness was enhanced, vegetative inventory was taken and assessed, forest management strategies were created and historical research was being conducted. The Oak Sustainability group had a short window of time in which to figure out how this historical epidemic would be handled.

From the day Len assumed the position, he and the team have worked assiduously to:

Analyze the oak mortality situation in the Forests;

Work with multi-level professionals to assist in exploring battle tactics;

Spend thousands of hours in the field collecting and analyzing data;

Make presentations on the oak mortality devastation to over 50 groups;

Attend numerous conferences and conventions on forest health protection;

Utilize a variety of innovative measures to gain public acceptance so that streamlined procedures could be used to get the project well on its way to completion.

All of these projects were handled with the grace and integrity of professionals and with eager attitudes. As a forest manager it is wonderful to see a team pull together so well to get so much accomplished in such little time and with extremely limited resources. Their dedication to the project encouraged all other staff areas to pitch in their resources. The forest came together to push through requests and orders and time-sensitive proposals.

The Oak Sustainability Group is well deserving of the John R. McGuire Award, as is everyone that has helped support their mission—from administrative assistants to professional-grade foresters, temporary employees and student workers. Without the support of our entire Forest staff, this fight to save our forests, keep the public informed and the roadways safe would not have progressed as it has. 

Thank you for considering the Forest’s Oak Sustainability nomination.

Sincerely,

/s/ Charles S. Richmond CHARLES S. RICHMOND Forest Supervisor 

Ozark-St. Francis National Forests

[image: image1.wmf]                


July 20, 2004





Drew Atkinson 


HC 31 Box 15


Deer, AR  72628


�


Dear Drew, ��On behalf of the National Association of Forest Service Retirees (NAFSR),


I extend my congratulations to you and your colleagues for receiving the   prestigious John R. McGuire Award. This award recognizes dedicated individuals and groups that find ways to identify problems, mobilize public support, and accomplish resource management activities that benefit the Forest Service mission. Granting this award is the NAFSR way to recognize outstanding examples of such accomplishments.�


Your group took on the problem of a severe decline of oak and loss of 


forest health due to an unprecedented epidemic of the red oak borer. You 


gained public support for this difficult task and achieved a great deal of 


success in a short time, while keeping the public informed and aware of


the importance of managing the National Forests for Multiple Use in a 


healthy environment. �


NAFSR is proud to present your group with the John R. McGuire Award. � 





Sincerely, 





�


Douglas Leisz 


Chair, Board of Directors


National Association of Forest Service Retirees
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